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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

¥¥¥ 

[ The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this Department. ] 



My dear Editor: I have been asked to read a paper at the San 
Francisco Convention on " The sliding scale of charge : How shall we 
regulate it ? Who shall regulate it ? " 

May I aak the readers of the Journal, through your pages, for 
some information bearing upon this most important problem. 

I will be glad if those nurses who reply will sign their names to 
their letters, though no names will be used; also I ask for information 
at once, as it will be impossible for me to utilize any material which 
reaches me later than the middle of April. 

Will all nurses willing to furnish material be so good as to answer 
the following questions, rather briefly, numbering the answers. 

1. In what state are you working? 

2. What is your regular charge? 

3. Do you ever work for less? 

4. Do you keep regular accounts of your earnings and expenses? 

5. What was your total income in the last year of which you have 
record ? 

6. How many weeks did you work? 

7. How many weeks did you work for less than your regular 
charge? 

8. When you were unoccupied was it from choice or because of a 
scarcity of work? 

9. What does room rent cost you per year? 

10. What does laundry cost you per month? 

11. What does board cost you when off duty? 

12. How much money do you plan to spend eacli year for nursing 
books and journals? 

13. How much money do you lay by each year? 

14. Are you contributing to the support of any one besides 
yourself ? 

15. Do you consider yours an average experience? 

16. Tell me, very briefly, how you would answer the question which 
is to be the title of this paper. 
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Please mail replies direct to me and as it will be impossible for 
me to take time to acknowledge each one separately, please allow me 
to express my thanks now in advance. 

Gbace Holmes, 

483 Clinton Avenue, 

St. Paul, Minnesota. 



Deae Editor: A patient who is a lawyer told me some time ago 
that he had been instrumental in passing a bill whereby the R.N. of 
the nurse, like the M.D. of the doctor, shielded, one from the necessity 
of divulging professional secrets, even in court. This was news to 
me and I have found it so to every graduate to whom I have mentioned 
it. I send you copy of this, hoping you will publish it in your valuable 
Joubnal, if you consider it of sufficient value to the profession. I 
think it might be interesting at this time and be better understood, 
having been illustrated every day in the Thaw trial. 

The pronoun " he " in all legal papers includes feminine as well 
as masculine gender, so the article is not to be construed as applying 
only to male nurses. 

The lawyer tells me also, that a nurse who claims to be a graduate 
of a school registered under the University of the State of New York, 
or otherwise represents herself to be a registered nurse when she is not, 
is liable to the same legal action she would incur by signing E.N. after 
her name. 

C. B. C, R.N. 

Code of Civil Procedure §834, Am"d, 1904, 1905. 

Physicians or professional registered nurses not to disclose pro- 
fessional information. 

" A person duly authorized to practice physic or surgery, or a 
professional or registered nurse, shall not be allowed to disclose any 
information which he acquired in attending a patient, in a professional 
capacity, and which was necessary to enable him to act in that capacity ; 
unless where the patient is a child imder the age of sixteen, the infor- 
mation so acquired indicates that the patient has been the victim or sub- 
ject of a crime, in which case the physician or nurses may be required to 
testify fully in relation thereto upon any examination, trial or other 
proceeding in which the commission of such crime is a subject of inquiry. 
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§836 (Am'd 1893, 1899, 1904). 
Applications of the last three sections. 

The last three sections apply to any examination of a person as 
a witness unless the provisions thereof are expressly waived upon the 
trial or examination disclose any information as to the mental or 
physical condition of a patient who is deceased, which he acquired in 
attending such patient professionally, except confidential communica- 
tions and such facts as would tend to disgrace the memory of the 
patient, when the provisions of section eight hundred and thirty-four 
have been expressly waived on such trial or examination by the personal 
representatives of the deceased patient, or if the validity of the last 
will- and testament of such deceased patient is in question by the ex- 
ecutor or executors named in said will, or the surviving husband, widow 
or any heir-at-law or any of the next of kin, of such deceased, or any 
other party in interest. 

In an action for damages for a personal injury, the testimony of 
a physician or surgeon or a professional or registered nurse attached 
to any hospital, dispensary or other charitable institution, as to infor- 
mation which he acquired in attending a patient in a professional 
capacity, at such hospital dispensary, or other charitable institution 
shall be taken before a referee appointed by a judge of the court in 
which such action is pending ; provided, however, that any judge of sucli 
court at any time in his discretion may, notwithstanding such deposi- 
tion, order that a subpoena issue for the attendance and examination 
of such physician or surgeon or professional or registered nurse, upon 
the trial of the action. In such case a copy of the order shall be served 
together with the subpcena. 

The waiver herein provided for must be made in open court, on 
the trial of the action, or proceeding, and a paper executed by a party 
prior to the trial, shall be insufficient as such a waiver. 

[This statute has been referred to in the Journal before, but has never 
been given in full. — Ed.] 



Dear Editor: In the Journal of this month, I notice a request 
for some history of the clinical thermometer and I am sending you a 
little ancient history I have on the subject. 

" The first use and the first accurate description come from 
Leurecheon, in 1624, but the real inventor of the instrument was 
Galileo between 1592 and 1597. This is proved, not from any state- 
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ments of the inventor, but from letters written to hiui and the proof 
is complete. This first thermometer consisted of a bulbed tube, inverted 
in colored water, in which the liquid rose and fell with temperature 
of the bulb. In 1632 Dean Eey made a water thermometer, in which 
the expansion of the fluid replaced that of air, and not long after this 
Ferdinand II of Tuscany, by sealing the top of the tube, gave approx- 
imately the modern form to the instrument. 

In 1714 Fahrenheit constructed the first mercury thermometer, 
with a reliable scale. Reaumur was the first to use the melting point 
of ice for zero. The first to adopt o° and 100° for the two points was 
Celsius, which was finally changed to the centigrade scale." 

You may have much better historical facts sent you about this 
common little instrument, which we all use so much — but there may 
be something here to help. Emma J. Keating, R.N. 
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WHO IS INTERESTED IN THIS INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
TUBERCULOSIS? 

The Federal Government is interested. There are nine depart- 
ments in the United States Government, and seven of them will partici- 
pate in the Congress. 

The State Governments are interested. There are forty-six states, 
and every state has its own committee. Thirty-seven of these state 
committees are at work. In thirty of these states the governors have 
expressed their interest in the Congress, and many of them have given 
most explicit instructions asking all the municipalities and other local 
governments, and the voluntary agencies, to combine for the purpose of 
securing to the state the utmost possible benefit from this International 
Congress. How does your Governor stand on this matter ? 

Foreign countries are interested. The following countries have 
been heard from and will be represented : Great Britain (including her 
more important provinces and colonies), France, Spain, Italy, Germany, 
Switzerland, Holland, Belgium, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Russia, 
Austria, Hungary, Bulgaria, Greece, Argentine, Brazil, Uruguay, Chile, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Peru, Venezuela, Porto Rico, Cuba, 
Hawaii, Japan. 

Are you interested ? Do you want to see the preliminary announce- 
ment? Ask some member of your State Committee about it, or else 
write to the Secretary-General, 714 Colorado Building, Washington, 
District of Columbia. 



